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THE DOWNTOWN ALLIANCE

proudly introduces its revised Childcare & Education
Directory — a guide to Lower Manhattan’s child-care
centers, schools and activities for children.

High quality child-care continues to be an important
need for residents of Lower Manhattan. As the transfor-
mation of this area moves ahead, the need for amenities
and services grows. The Alliance For Downtown New
York has been committed to keeping our community
informed on this topic by creating this directory.

Each child-care center has its own atmosphere and
focus. We do not attempt to present any ranking,
recommendation or evaluation of any of these centers;
however, it is important to note that as of the date of
publication, all of the day care centers listed were
licensed by the Department of Health of the City of
New York and have met all the relevant standards for
personnel and facilities. We provide a list of suggested
questions for parents to refer to when exploring day
care facilities.

Children need opportunities to grow and develop outside
the spheres of school and home. They need places and
activities that appeal to them and that introduce them
to culture and history. Fortunately, Downtown abounds
in such activities and places that can engage and
satisfy everyone: promenades and gardens; baseball,
basketball and soccer leagues; gymnastics and dance;
music lessons and art classes; public events and outdoor
exhibitions; museums and landmarks. Opportunities for
cultural development and historical awareness are all
here. We have included a compilation of many of these
activities and sites which can provide stimulation and
wholesome recreation.

Finally, we have included a listing of public and private
schools, including elementary, middle and high schools,
in or convenient to Downtown.

We hope this Directory will be a useful resource for
families when considering their options for their
children’s well-being and education.

All information in this guide is subject to change.

SCHOOLS
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All of the child care centers listed here are licensed
and comply with the regulations of the New York City
Department of Health. These include, among other
things, a requirement that the site be no higher than
the third floor of a building; that there be access to an
outdoor play area; that the space itself meet specific
requirements with regard to safety, size, equipment,
and sanitation, and that staff meet standards of training
and certification. Most welcome interns from nearby
universities as additions to staff as they train.

Each of the centers implements a philosophy of learning,
some more specific than others, which is child centered
and focused on experiences that foster intellectual,
physical and emotional growth. In all, the children
interact with their environment, both independently and
in groups, thereby learning through their experiences.
All make some provision for parent participation and
for age-appropriate excursions.

Family Child Care, offered by a few of the centers, is
care given by New York State-registered family day
care providers in their own homes. Providers care for
up to four children, three months to twelve years old,
with a maximum of two infants.

A number of corporations provide access to child
care, especially emergency and back-up care, to their
employees through private child care centers.
Information about the availability of such services can
be obtained through corporate Human Resource
departments.

BATTERY PARK CITY DAY NURSERY

215 South End Avenue
New York, N.Y. 10280
(212) 945-0088

Educational Director: Denise Cordivano
Administrative Director: Karen Klomp

PROGRAMS:
Nursery, Preschool, Summer Program

AGE GROUPS:
1 year old through Pre-K

SCHEDULE:

2, 3, 4 or 5 days a week; open all year
School Year: September - June

Summer Program: July - August

Full Day: 8 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Half Day: 8 a.m. - 12 p.m. or 2 p.m.-6 p.m.

TuITION:
Tuition varies with regard to age of child and program
chosen with rates ranging from $465-$1,200 per month.

Foop SERVICE:

Daily snacks are provided to the children. Lunch
is brought from home by the morning and full day
students.

ACTIVITIES:

Arts and crafts, reading, block building, cooking, water
play, sand play, dramatic play, dance, music, outdoor
jungle gym, play house, and tricycles.

BMCC EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER &
FAMILY CHILD CARE NETWORK

199 Chambers Street, Room N310
New York, N.Y. 10007
(212) 220-8250

Executive Director: Todd Boressoff
Family Child Care Network Coordinator: Janina Franco

PROGRAMS:
Child Care (2 to 6 years)
Family Child Care (2 months to 12 years)

SCHEDULE:

M-Th 7:45 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.
Fri. 7:45 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Sat. 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

TuITION:

Child Care: Fees are on a sliding scale based on family
size and income with most parents paying from

$1to $35 per week.

Family Child Care: same as above for BMCC students.
Community rates are established by the individual
providers with fees ranging from $100 to $150 per week.

FooD SERVICE:

Daily snacks, breakfast, lunch, and dinner are
provided by the college to the children depending
on their schedule.




ACTIVITIES:

Arts and crafts, block building, water play, reading,
cooking, and storytelling, among others. Outdoors, the
Center’s playground is equipped with a jungle gym and
other playground equipment.

SPECIAL FEATURES:

The BMCC Early Childhood Center and Family Child
Care Network provides child care and early childhood
education to children of Borough of Manhattan
Community College students. The Center provides
counseling to parents on issues related to child
development, parenting, and family life. The Family
Child Care Network provides child care information and
referral to community members and student parents
unable to place their child within the college’s programs.

BUCKLE MY SHOE NURSERY SCHOOL

40 Worth Street

New York, N.Y. 10013
www.bucklemyshoe.org

(212) 374-1489

Executive Director: Linda M. Ensko
Administrative Director: Cathy Gelber

PROGRAMS
Infant/Toddlers/Preschool, Summer Program

AGE GROUPS:
3 months to 5.5 years

SCHEDULE:

2, 3, or 5 days a week; open all year
School year: September - June

Summer Program: July - August

Full Day or Half Day between 8AM - 6PM

TuITION:

Tuition varies with regard to age of child and program
chosen with rates ranging from $9,100 - $15,900 per
school year.

Foob SERVICE:
Lunch is brought from home.

ACTIVITIES:

Arts and crafts, reading, storytelling, dramatic play,
sand and water play, music, block building, cooking,
and gymnastics. Specialists offer programs in French,
yoga, computer, movement, and woodworking.

THE DOWNTOWN LITTLE SCHOOL

15 Dutch Street
New York, N.Y. 10038
(212) 791-1300

Educational Director: Kate Delacorte
Co-Director: Adrian Hood
Assistant Director: Beret Scangarello

PROGRAMS:
Nursery School, Summer Program, After School

AGE GROUPS:
2-6 year olds

SCHEDULE:

Nursery School: 5 days a week, from mid-September
through the end of June

2 year olds: M - Th 9AM - 11:30AM or 1PM - 3:30PM
3 yearolds: M - F 8:45AM - 11:45AM or 1PM - 4PM

4 year olds: M-F 9gAM - 12 Noon or 9gAM - 2:30PM

5 and 6 year olds: M - F 9AM - 2:30PM

Arrangements can be made for 3 - 6 yr. olds to remain
until 6PM

TuITiON:

Tuition varies with regard to age of child and program
chosen with rates ranging from $6,825-$12,075 per
school year.

Foop SERVICE:
Snacks provided daily. Lunch is brought from home.

ACTIVITIES:

Painting, listening to stories, storytelling, singing,
dramatic play, water play, block building, etc. Outdoor
play is held in a nearby park or on the rooftop
playground.

SPECIAL FEATURES:

A consulting psychologist from Pace University
regularly meets with parents to discuss such topics
as separation, discipline, bedtime, and loss (death,
illness, divorce).

FEDKIDS CHILD CARE CENTER/IMAGINE
EARLY LEARNING CENTERS, LLC

26 Federal Plaza

New York, N.Y. 10278

(212) 264-4277

Educational Director: Bente Slotwiner

PROGRAMS:

Infant/Toddler (2 months to 3 years old)
Preschool (3 to 5 years old)

Back-up Care (2 months to 12 years old)

SCHEDULE:

Open all year, 5 days per week
Full-time hours: 7:30AM - 6PM
Back-up hours: 8AM - 5PM




TuITION:

Full-time Infant Toddler Program: Federal Employees
$1,125 per month, Non-Federal Employees $1,300
per month

Full-time Preschool Program: Federal Employees $810
per month, Non-Federal Employees $1,150 per month
Back-up Care: Federal Employees $45 per day
Non-Federal Employees $75 per day

FooD SERVICE:
Daily snacks are provided. Lunch is brought from home.

ACTIVITIES:

Arts and crafts, block building, water play, and cooking,
among others. Outdoors, there is a jungle gym.
Spanish is taught in the Preschool Program.

SPECIAL FEATURES:

Special education programs, speech therapy and
counseling are provided by the Board of Education and
the Committee on Preschool Special Education. Therapists
visit weekly.

GRAHAM WINDHAM'S FINEST CHILD CARE CENTER

One Police Plaza

New York, N.Y. 10038

(212) 571-2491

Educational Director: Nataliya Ruchkina
Vice President: Charmane A. Wong

PROGRAMS:
Pre-school Early Care & Education, Universal Pre-K
for eligible 4 year olds.

AGE GROUPS:
21/2-6 year olds

SCHEDULE:
Open all year, M - F 7:15AM - 5:30PM

TuITiON:

$150 per week for private parents. Low-income working
parents may qualify for subsidy from the Agency for
Children’s Services (ACS). The fee is based on a sliding
scale set by the ACS.

Foop SERVICE:
The center provides daily breakfast, lunch and snacks.

ACTIVITIES:

Music, art, drama, reading, cooking, writing, building
blocks, computer literacy, wood working, water and
sand play. Outdoors the children have the opportunity
to plant and nurture food, vegetable and flower gardens.

SPECIAL FEATURES:

The center is located in Police Headquarters and
primarily services civilian employees of the police
department. It welcomes children of non-governmental
families as well.

HAMILTON-MADISON HOUSE

50 Madison Street

New York, N.Y. 10038

(212) 349-3724

241-243 Cherry Street

New York, N.Y. 10002

(212) 962-3408

Executive Director: Frank Modica

Administrative Director for Child Care: Laura Kollins
Associate Executive Director: Thea Goodman

PROGRAMS:

Child Care Centers: Head Start (2 years, 9 months to
5 years old), Day Care (2-6 year olds, Cherry Street
location 2-3 year olds), Family Child Care (3 months to
12 years old)

Youth Services: After school Program (5-12 year olds),
Summer Day Camp (5-12 year olds), Saturday Sports
Program (5-12 year olds), Teen Evening Program
Cherry Street location: Day Care only for 2-3 year olds
and Head Start Class

SCHEDULE:
All Child Care Centers: Open all year from 8:30AM - 6PM

After School Program: 3 - 6PM from September - June
(37 weeks)

Summer Day Camp: 8:30AM - 5:30PM, July - August
Saturday Sports Program: 11AM - 4PM, October - June

TuITION:

Head Start: Free

Day Care: Income based, regulated by the
Administration for Children Services (ACS).

Family Day Care: Fee based on income.

After School Program: $425 per year within 10002 and
10038 zip codes and $525 for all other zip codes.
Summer Day Camp: $450 per summer; $550 for zip
codes other than 10002 and 10038.

Saturday Sports Program: $25 per year

Private Care is available on a limited basis.

Foob SERVICES:

Snacks and family-style lunch and dinner are provided
to all children by Hamilton-Madison House in accordance
with their schedule at the center.




10

ACTIVITIES:

Arts and crafts, reading, music, water play, sand play,
dramatic play, block building, glue work, math and
science. After School Program includes tutorial services,
homework help, computer, music and art programs

as well as full day trips when school is not in session,
per parent request.

SPECIAL FEATURES:

Hamilton-Madison House has a Social Service Staff
to assist all families. Special ESL classes offered for
parents. Parents are encouraged to attend parent
meetings, volunteer to chaperone field trips, and
attend family outings such as to Sesame Place. The
center provides for children with special needs and
provides therapy programs in speech and counseling.
For the After School Program, Hamilton-Madison House
makes pick-ups at five local schools: PS 1, PS 124,

PS 126, St. James and St. Joseph’s.

THE PARK PRESCHOOL

275 Greenwich Street
New York, N.Y. 10007
(212) 571-6191

Educational Director: Ellen Offen
Administrative Director: Kevin Artale

PROGRAMS:
Preschool, Summer Program

AGE GROUPS:
2-5 year olds

SCHEDULE:

Preschool: Schedules range from partial to full days
(8:30AM - 5:30PM) and from 2-5 days per week.
Summer Program: Partial to full days from 2-5 days a
week from the beginning of July through mid-August (6
weeks long with a 2 week minimum).

TuITiON:

Preschool: Tuition varies with regard to age of

child and program chosen with rates ranging from
$4,200 - $12,200 per school year.

Summer Program: Tuition varies with regard to days
and hours with rates ranging from $120 - $375 per
week with a 2 week minimum.

Enrollment Fee: $150

Supply Fee: Ranges from $150 - $275

Foop SERVICE:
Daily snacks are provided. Lunch is brought from home.

ACTIVITIES:

Singing, storytelling, arts and crafts, reading, block
building and pre-academics. Weekly dance class and
cooking, woodworking and music classes.

TRINITY PARISH PRESCHOOL AND NURSERY

68 Trinity Place
New York, N.Y. 10006
(212) 602-0829

Educational Director: Linda Smith
Assistant Director: Leigh Delaney

PROGRAMS:
Nursery, Preschool

AGE GROUPS:
6 months old to 5 years old

SCHEDULE:
Open all year, five days a week M - F 8AM - 6PM

TuITION:

Tuition varies with regard to program chosen and
number of days per week with monthly rates ranging
from $773 - $1,488. In addition, there is a $250
registration fee.

Foob SERVICE:
Daily snacks are provided by the school. Lunch is
brought from home.

ACTIVITIES:

Arts and crafts, storytelling, dramatic play, block
building, music, water play, movement and dance and
pre-academics. Preschool children go to the church
once a week to sing and hear stories based on the
Old Testament.

THE WASHINGTON MARKET SCHOOL

Hudson Street Location
55 Hudson Street

New York, N.Y. 10013
(212) 233-2176

Head of School: Ronnie Moskowitz
Director at Hudson Street: Maggie Morris

PROGRAMS:
Preschool & Kindergarten (2 1/2 - 6 years old),
Summer Program

SCHEDULE:

Mid-September to mid-June, 5 days a week.
Morning: 9AM - 12PM Afternoon: 1-4PM
Regular Day: 9AM - 3PM

After school available for 3 or 5 days a week.

Summer Program available only to currently enrolled
students: 5 days a week for 8 weeks from late June
to mid-August.

Morning: 9AM - 1PM Regular Day: 9AM - 3PM

11
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TuITION:
Tuition ranges from $1,700-$10,400 per school year
depending on age and session.

Summer Program (4 week minimum)
Morning: $250 per week Regular Day: $340 per week
There is a $40 application fee.

Duane Street Location
134 Duane Street

New York, N.Y. 10013
(212) 406-7271

Director at Duane Street: Laura Varoscak

PROGRAMS:
Toddler & Preschool (1 1/2 - 4 years old)

SCHEDULE:

School year is from mid-September to mid-June,
5, 3 or 2 days a week available.

Morning: 9AM - 12PM Afternoon: 1-4PM

TuITION:

Tuition ranges from $5,000-$12,500 depending on age
and session.

Foob SERVICE:

Daily snacks for each class are organized and supplied
by the parents on a scheduled basis. Lunch brought
from home.

ACTIVITIES:
Arts and crafts, reading, woodworking, music, dramatic
play, cooking, tennis, and block building, among others.

SPECIAL FEATURES:

Monthly parenting groups are moderated by the
school’s consulting psychologist on topics such as
sibling rivalry, divorce, eating, and aggression.

QUESTIONS YOU MAY WANT TO ASK
WHEN EXPLORING DAY CARE FOR YOUR CHILD

* What is the staff ratio (teachers to children)?
Is it the same as or higher than the Department of
Health requirements for your child’s age group?

* What certification does the staff possess? The
requirements for certification vary according to the
responsibility of the caregiver and the age group to
which he/she is assigned. In some instances, more
than one caregiver must be assigned to a group of a
specific size and age.

* What is the full-time staff turnover rate, exclusive
of undergraduate and graduate student teachers
and interns? Are student teachers sometimes hired
full-time after their internship has ended?

* What procedure does the facility follow when a child
becomes ill?

» What is the discipline policy at the facility? If “time
out” is used, what procedures do the teachers follow
to stabilize the situation?

* What security measures, if any, are used beyond the
city regulations to prevent attempted intrusion and
in case of fire or other emergency?

* What food service provisions are made for lunch
and snacks?

» What provisions are made if parental pick-up
is delayed?

* What is your assessment of the outdoor play area
utilized by the children?

* How are socialization and peer relationships
encouraged?

* What age-appropriate means are utilized to enhance
the children’s development of self-esteem, acquisition
of literacy and numeracy, development of creativity,
physical development, motor development, etc.?

* |s the facility a member of an accrediting
organization or professional educational association
or similar group?

13




ACTIVITIES .

Most of the activity programs listed here do not
require licensing under New York City regulations;
the requirements that they must meet are the usual
building and business codes. Where activities include
young children, the presence of a parent or care-giver
is usually required, whether or not he or she partici-
pates in the activity. All espouse a philosophy of
development of both physical and social skills with
some variations according to the specific theories to
which the staff subscribes. Staff have various kinds
and levels of training, and parents should ask about
these when considering a program as well as about
the affiliations or professional organizations which

a specific program may have.

Most of the programs that take place in studios or museums
will arrange for birthday or other celebrations.

AFRICAN BURIAL GROUND PROJECT OFFICE
OF PUBLIC EDUCATION & INTERPRETATION

201 Varick Street

New York, N.Y. 10014

(212) 337-2001
www.africanburialground.com
e-mail: nyabg.att.net

BURIAL GROUND SITE & INFORMATION DESK

Federal Office Building
290 Broadway

TRANSPORTATION: To site by subway: 4/5/6 to Brooklyn
Bridge; R/W to City Hall, J/M/Z to Chambers Street.

To Office of Public Education & Interpretation by
subway: 1/9 to Houston Street.

An 18th Century African burial ground located on
Reade Street, behind 290 Broadway, is now a National
Historic Landmark. Artwork inside and surrounding
290 Broadway commemorates the site.
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Hours: RATES:
The African Burial Ground programs are free.
Project Office of Public

Education & Interpretation’s

office hours are M - F

9AM - 5PM. The Burial

Ground Site is open to

the public M -F 9AM -

3PM. Times for public

events vary. Call for specific
information.

PROGRAMS:

Can be accessed as part of a group tour offered by the
Office of Public Education. The burial ground is located
outside while art is featured inside the building.

Educational services to visitors, including historical
slide presentations, burial ground and landmark tours,
documentary films and film screenings. Call for specific
dates and times.

Type/Age: Artwork, History/School Age, Adult

BATTERY PARK CITY PARKS CONSERVANCY

2 South End Avenue
New York, N.Y. 10280
(212) 267 - 9700
www.bpcparks.org

TRANSPORTATION: Subway: R/W/1/9 to Rector Street

Programs for children and families throughout the
year in different locations in Battery Park City,
including parks and sports facilities. Most programs
accommodate up to 50 children and parent involvement
is strongly encouraged. Open to residents and
non-residents.

Hours: RATES:
Programs vary; call for Outdoor public programs
specifics. run from May - Oct.

Most programs are free
of charge; call or visit
website for information.

PROGRAMS:

PRE-ScHoOL PLAY — May - Oct, 3 times per week in
Wagner Park. Parents are fully responsible for children.
Call for specific information regarding time and location.

Type/Age: Play/Pre-School
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STORIES AND SONG — Winter/Spring in the Community
Room of the Regatta at 21 South End Avenue. Program
for ages 6 mos. - 4 yrs.

Type/Age: Stories/Pre-School
Fee and registration is required.

PRE-ScHOOL ART — May - Oct., Thursday mornings.
Type/Age: Art/Pre-School

BASKETBALL & SOCCER PROGRAMS — May - Oct.
After school in Rockefeller Park. Parents welcome.

Type/Age: Sports/School Age

WEDNESDAY IN WAGNER PARK — May - Oct.
After school, children and adults play games, sports
and work on projects.

Type/Age: Sports, Art/School Age

DRAWING — May - June and Sept - Oct. Saturdays in
South Cove. Beginners, children and adults. Register
at least one week in advance.

Type/Age: Art/School Age, Adult

WALKING Tours — explore cultural history.
Type/Age: Tour/School Age, Adult

Go FisH — Wagner Park. Catch-and-release fishing.
Type/Age: Fishing/School Age, Family

FESTIVALS — various, e.g. Midsummer, Fall Festival
and Harmony.

Type/Age: Festivals/Family

BLUES AND JAzz — Thursdays in July in Wagner Park.
Type/Age: Music/Family

SUNSET JAM ON THE HupSoN — participatory drumming
circle in Wagner Park, Fridays in July and August.
Instruments are provided.

Type/Age: Music/Family

STORYTELLING — all ages in Rector Park.
Type/Age: Stories/Family

SUNSET SINGING CIRCLE — Friday evenings in May and
June in Wagner Park.

Type/Age: Song/Family

BORROW GAMES AND EQUIPMENT — from the Park
House in Rockefeller Park, e.g. frisbees, marbles,
Monopoly. All ages. Free with Photo I.D.

Type/Age: Games, Play/Family

CASTLE CLINTON NATIONAL MONUMENT

Historic Battery Park

(212) 344-7220
www.nps.gov/cacl

TRANSPORTATION: Subway: 1/9 to South Ferry; 4/5 to
Bowling Green; R/W to Whitehall Street. Bus: M1, M6
and M15

Built in 1808, the fort was originally used to defend
New York Harbor against the British. Currently, it is a
departure point for ferries to the Statue of Liberty and
Ellis Island and a site for concerts and entertainment
during summer months.

Hours: RATES:
Open daily from Free
8:30AM - 5PM (except

Christmas Day)

PROGRAMS:

Offers an on-site exhibit, bookstore and
information desk.

Type/Age: Family

CHILDREN'S MUSEUM OF THE ARTS

182 Lafayette Street
New York, N.Y. 10013
(212) 274-0986
www.cmany.org

TRANSPORTATION: Subway: J/M/Z/R/W to Canal Street;
6 to Spring Street. Bus: M1 and Mé

Interactive exhibitions and hands-on art and music
programs for children 10 months to 10 years and their
families.

PROGRAMS:

CREATIVE PLAY, COSTUME SHOP, COMPUTERS,
AND THE BALL Ponb. Daily art programs and projects.

Type/Age: Museum/School Age

HouRs: RATES:

Open year-round on Admission $6. Group,
Wed, Fri, Sat & Sun from member and discount
12N - 5PM and Thurs. rates are available. Call
from 12N - 6PM for more information.
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SuMMER ART CoLONY — week-long camps that
include Public Art Murals, Photography, and Drawing
and Painting.

Type/Age: Art/Ages 6 - 12

Hours: RATES:

M-F 10AM-4PM with Registration is required.
an hour of supervised Call for rates and more
playtime before information.
(9:00-10:00AM) and after

class (4:00-5:00PM).

W.E.E. (WONDROUS, EXPERIMENTING AND EXPLORING) —
art class for toddlers and Pre-K.
Type/Age: Art/Up to 3 1/2 yrs. old

Hours: RATES:
One and a half hours. $17 for a family of three
Call for dates and times.

BIRTHDAY PARTIES — children explore the Museum’s
exhibits and projects, create an art project and eat.

Type/Age: Birthday/School Age

Hours: RATES:

90 minutes in length, Rates depend