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The New York State Energy Research and Development Authority (NYSERDA) offers a number of financial and 
technical incentives that provide assistance to help property owners make green retrofits to their buildings. .  

The Downtown Alliance hosted a small green incentives roundtable in late May so property owners in our 
district could be better informed about the programs NYSERDA offers.  

Here are the basics:
  
•  New Construction Program:  $7 million is available to design and/or install energy efficient systems in new or 
major-renovation projects.  The program offers technical assistance and energy modeling, as well as financial 
incentives for improvements. 
 
•  Energy Audit Program:  Facilities with less than $75,000 in annual electric bills can receive energy audits for 
a small fee, to help them gauge their energy use and strategize how to reduce consumption and lower bills.  

•  The “FlexTech” Flexible Technical Assistance Program:  FlexTech offers advanced technical assistance to 
commercial and industrial facilities and other institutions by providing engineering studies, analyses of specific 
energy projects, building modeling services, green building assistance and other services.  

•  Loan Fund:  Provides lowered interest rates (by up to 4%, 6.5% for Con Edison customers) on loans to imple-
ment energy-efficiency projects or renewable technologies.  Amount of loan depends on type of project.  

• Enhanced Commercial/Industrial Performance Program and the Peak Load Reduction Program (currently 
separate programs, to be merged after July 1, 2008):  Financial incentives are available for implementation of 
energy-efficient improvements and peak-load reductions in energy use.  

•  Con Edison Gas Efficiency: NYSERDA offers gas efficiency programs for customers receiving Con Edison Firm 
Gas (Non-Interruptible).  These programs can help with studies, implementation, or loans for gas efficiency 
measures.

Most NYSERDA benefits are funded through the System Benefits Charge 
(SBC), and in order to be eligible, the project owner must be a Con Edison 
customer and pay the SBC on their monthly electric bill. 

 
For more information on NYSERDA and how its programs could help you with 
your green building or energy-efficiency project, visit the NYSERDA website 
www.nyserda.org and click on “Commercial/Industrial.”  You can also con-
tact NYSERDA representative Rachel Adams, Assistant Project Manager, at 
rra@nyserda.org or 212-971-5342, ext. 3016.
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